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Drinking the water of the sea, which is rich in drssolved solutes, can be tjt
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drinking water ly remo ing most of ti ose solutes
Fresh water from lakes and rivers which we depend o for drinki

cooking, irrigation, electric power generation, and recIeatior is also impur
Even direct from a spiing, fresh water is solution that contains dissolved m a
etals and gaes. So mans sabstances dissois c in water that rt ha been calico’ th
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comes From the Latin ,oI1a for “u ater, as in icftieaUct and aquatics. Our loo
plasma is mostly water, and many substances essential to life r lissolved in it
including glucos and carho dioxide.

The ability of so many materials to dissol c in water al c has some negativ
implications. Human activities base nt oduced thousands of unwanted sub
stances into water supplies. These substances include paints, cleaners, industra
waste, insecticrdes, tertili7ers, salt from highways, and othei contaminants. Ever’
the atmosphere is contaminated witfl gases produced when fossil fuels arc
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